
The Linton Residents soiree… previously known as The Linton Annual Parish Meeting 

 

The evening commenced with some soundtracks from the hit series Ashes to Ashes, whilst 
residents and guests mingled, sipping wine and nibbles…. 

The chair welcomed one and all invited to take seats to run through events of the last year in 
Linton…..  

Bernard Cresswell Chair’s Report 2023 – 2024 

Having a Parish Annual Meeting is a legal requirement from the Local Government Act of 1972, 
but the meeting has its origins in medieval times. Everyone is entitled to come, everyone is 
entitled to speak and I hope you will do – ideally, briefly and to the point! Although some 
formalities it’s a chance to meet your neighbours over a glass and snacks and chat about 
Linton….! 

A written copy of this will be circulated on the Linton Website and reports from other contributors. 

 

This meeting is arranged by volunteers and this year it’ll be a tad different making it more an 
informal event, which I picked up on when looking at the rules…. Otherwise tis a bit dry but 
perhaps a glass or two can put that right. 

Without volunteers Linton ceases to be a community and we need more of you to replace those 
that move on. Whether it be as a trustee, Parish Councillor or helping the church and more. 
Litterpicking is done by volunteers to keep our area free of rubbish for you to enjoy. On this point 
why do dog walkers place poo in bags and hang them on the nearest fence or twig?! Its 
disgusting and fly tipping! 

If you have questions on topics then raise a hand. If I don’t fully deal with the point, then remind 
me at the end. 

What’s being going on over the past year or so…  

We are now Loose and Linton Ward. Our new ward councillors Brian Clark and Simon Wales, 
who I met with and appraised of our issues. They would have been here tonight but it clashed 
with MBC committees nominations that take place tonight, of which there are many. The 
change, which your Parish Council supported because we have much in common with Loose 
and it gave us a stronger voice. We are a small Parish and adding us to Loose produced two 
Ward Councillors. 

Finances are such that we just about balance the books and that only happens through the 
“volunteering” of services that go on behind the scenes. 

Highway matters: The main issues remain that are the Linton crossroads and Redwall lane that 
we are trying to have KCC highways make them fit for purpose.  

The Linton Crossroads Recently MBC refused KCC CIL money to improve it, identified years ago 
as critical to development in the area in the MBC infrastructure development plan.…. Gasp of 
disbelief! 

Linton Hill, We’ve had the drains cleared (as best KCC can) and the Vehicle Activation Sign at 
the foot of the Hill has been removed by them. Although faulty for some years we feel it has road 



safety value and sought a reversal, given it impacts traffic heading to the Linton / Heath Road 
junction. Speeding and accidents, the debris from which we find on our litterpicks. 

Interested in SpeedWatch? Then speak to Cllr Patrick Gerrish, of Highleaf ltd and sponsor of our 
litterpick 

The MBC Local Plan now adopted. In theory this is a good thing as it’s a map of how 
development takes place in line with government dictate rather than a free for all approach by 
developers  to meet targets that Councils would struggle to refuse. That doesn’t mean there 
won’t be developments applied for that aren’t in the plan, the difference being councils could 
refuse as not in the “Plan”. 

Friday’s 190,000 free range chicken egg production planning application has been withdrawn. 
Initially three large chicken houses was reduced to two. This is likely to come back to planning 
once they get their chickens back in a row! So don’t count until….. 

Greensand Place hybrid planning application is still ongoing. It’s now four phased approach 
with a hospice, assisted living, retirement properties and a centre for autistic young adults. The 
plan  includes a pedestrian crossing on Heath Road. Lots of objections varying from not policy 
compliant through to Infrastructure not up to the job. Most recently Heritage Conservation are 
thwarting the application progress because Iron Age archaeology runs through the site (East to 
West) that backs onto the health centre. 

Land south of Mullion Place A good example of no thought applied. Those ugly looking 6-meter-
long gates that have appeared on Linton Hill on the tree / copse area between Vicarage field and 
Mullion Place, not to mention the 4-meter stretch of ragstone wall demolished, all courtesy of a 
Boughton Monchelsea tree services company. The Parish Council has reported this what we 
see as a breach of conservation area rules, but MBC chose not to act, with the comment “My 
informal advice is that a timber gate would be the preferred choice. Though it is within a 
conservation area, we have no control on the type of gate, we would only be able to advise.” 

The Polytunnels on Rankins Farm. You might have noticed that the main area that gave us a 
significant glare was not quite as bad during the winter period and remains uncovered, whereas 
other areas remained covered. Your Parish Council is in dialogue with Clock House to have this 
arrangement and to have it remain so long as there’s additional and meaningful screening, so 
we have not reported a breach on this occasion. The reality is that we need to have more home 
grown produce. Climate change will impact producers in countries where the harsh reality of 
too hotter temperatures will kill plants. Also, workers in those countries can’t work in such 
temperatures. In short, we’ll have limited produce from abroad. We had expected a Planning 
application from Clockhouse with the above agreeable details but not seen anything yet even 
though we have chased the applicant. 

Clockhouse of Linton Growers along Redwall Lane have applied for several hectares of all year 
around polytunnels. We have objected. The scale of these tunnels is larger than currently 
visible at Rankins Farm (they are 4.5 metres high, same as a double decker bus) and these are 
to be 6metres high! Or, Rishi Sunak surfing on a double decker bus. 

Playground refurbishment behind Cornwallis is now going ahead and has just commenced. 
Thanks to A. Firmin ltd, Driscoll’s formally known as Berry Gardens, Fernham Homes, ISS and 
Linton Park. 



On the topic of generosity, all Linton volunteers were treated to a wonderful lunch by Messrs 
Paul and Michael Firmin to celebrate the volunteering work by their brother and Uncle the late 
Ian Firmin that could not take place during COVID. Very well attended with a full house in the 
Stilebridge dining room.   

Litter pick: We’re lucky to have people who are prepared to roll up their sleeves, don a pair of 
gloves and arm themselves with a litterpicker and bag and wage relentless war on rubbish 
dumped in our roads and lanes. Its thanks to the leadership of our own parish Cllr Caroline 
Richer who arranges these regular events. ISS and Driscoll’s (formally known as Berry Gardens) 
Litterpick and dispose of the waste rather than have our Patrick collect the rubbish bags. 

I want to acknowledge all the work my fellow councillors do and thank them on your behalf. We 
too are residents of Linton, carrying out our Parish Council functions whilst attempting day jobs 
and managing family life. 

There should be 7 councillors, so please consider the Parish Council when thinking of 
volunteering.  

Parish Newsletter. Produced through the generosity of time and energy by others. Thanks goes 
to the Church Council in the form of Kathy Cooper, who spends time arranging and editing the 
material. Plus, Cllr Patrick Gerrish who prints off all the newsletters and then there’s the 
“paper” boys and girls who deliver to just over 220 homes and some businesses. As always we 
need volunteers and Kathy is seeking to hand-over her role so if you think you can spend a 
couple of hours each season then please enquire within. 

We have the original minute books from December 1894 on the passing of the Local 
Government Act 1894 and Lord Cornwallis was chair. The Parish Council is attempting to seek a 
grant to have them digitised and therefore searchable. If anyone has some experience of 
English Heritage and or the British Library, then please step forward. Also, to include the secret 
Gate book on Linton School, hopefully. 

Thank you to those I have named and those I have not, which there are a few...... my fellow 
Parish Councillors, the Linton Walkers (great way to discover what’s on your doorstep), Church 
Council, church coffee morning helpers, Village Hall trustees and even muddy church ran for 
children to explore nature. Those that cut grass and maintain our communal areas...and the list 
goes on…. All volunteering time energy and tools and as noted above wearers of many hats! 

 So, no matter how much or little you think you can do, come chat…. Many hands make light 
work.  

A mention in despatches of those who go above and beyond:  

I’d love to list all those involved in giving up their time both big and small, equipment lent, 
cooking and baking and donating and more besides. However, we do have a star amongst us… 
Julie Urquhart who has been immense in supporting the vulnerable during COVID in Linton, a 
Parish Councillor and allotment manager. We all wish her well as she now plans to move on. 
Thank you, Julie.  

I now put on some other hats! On behalf of The Chairmen of Kent County Council and The Kent 
association of Local Councils have asked that in recognition of going above and beyond in our 
Linton community that I present an award certificate to …………….. our own wonderworker 
David Sendles. 



At this point we broke off to refresh glasses and then presentation by our guest Speaker Duncan 
Mills of Driscolls at Berry Gardens, assisted by Tatyana Bennett, head of Quality and 
Compliance. 

A marvellous presentation on how they operate with the logistics involved and a significantly 
small carbon footprint they’ve achieved….. plus some delicious berries brought along to show 
how plants and their fruits have progressed to achieve todays best quality and super tasty…, 
obviously these had to be  sampled to make sure! 

 

The evening was brought to a close at 9:30pm 

Bernie Cresswell 

 

 


